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Common pests and diseases: Carrots

When growing vegetables, it is always
exciting to care for the plant throughout
its growing phase and then harvest it for
delicious recipes later on, but one thing to
watch out for is pests and diseases.
Different plants are susceptible to different
types of pests and diseases, and it is
important to make yourself aware so you
can keep a watchful eye and also take any
preventative methods to keep your plants
safe throughout their lifespan.

Carrots can fall victim to several different
pests and diseases.

Pests:

There are quite the variety of pests that
can affect the carrot, and these include
carrot rust, carrot weevils, parsleyworms
and nematodes.

Carrot rust is caused by carrot rust flies. The
flies lay their eggs in the soil around where
the top of the carrot plants come through.
When the eggs hatch, the larvae then
burrow into the soil and into the roots of the
carrot, where they eat leaving rust-colored
tunnels in the lower portion of the roots.

Carrot weevils are similar to a beetle and
they lay eggs that when they hatch, burrow
into the carrot like the carrot rust, but

they typically affect the upper portion of
the carrot.

Parsleyworms are caterpillars that eat the
top growth of the carrot.

Nematodes are roundworms that live in the
soil that when they affect the carrots, they
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can cause poorly formed roots, galls and
root branching. The nematodes only occur if
the soil is warmer than 55 degrees. A way to
prevent these are to plant your carrots early,
when the soil is still cool. Preventing pests is
possible by using a row cover to help deter
harmful pests from landing on your carrots
or carrot tops.

Diseases:

Since carrots are root vegetables and grow
mostly below ground, not all diseases
affecting this vegetable are obvious at first
unless the disease affects the top growth of
the plant.

Carrots can be affected by several diseases,
including aster yellows disease, leaf blight
and bacterial soft rot.

Aster yellows disease is caused by an
organism called a phytoplasma. This is
carried by the aster leafhopper, and it
causes leaf yellowing, stunted growth that
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causes short, bushy growth and it destroys
the carrot’s flavor. To prevent this, prevent
the leafhopper from landing on the carrots
by using row covers.

Leaf blight is caused by a fungus, and it also
attacks tomatoes. It causes yellow and
brown spots, and these can merge and
make the leaf tops look burned.

Bacterial soft rot is a soil-borne-bacteria that
eats chunks of the carrot. To prevent this,
practice crop rotation and be sure to
immediately remove the plant as soon as
you notice an infection.

You can find carrot seeds on our website
at ufseeds.com!
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