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When growing vegetables, it is always 
exciting to care for the plant throughout its 
growing phase and then harvest it for 
delicious recipes later on, but one thing to 
watch out for is pests and diseases. 
Different plants are susceptible to different 
types of pests and diseases, and it is 
important to make yourself aware so you 
can keep a watchful eye and also take any 
preventative methods to keep your plants 
safe throughout their lifespan.

Beans can fall victim to several different 
pests and diseases, and since there are 
many different varieties of beans, different 
pests and diseases can affect different types 
of beans.

Pests:
Bean weevil is a pest that can cause damage 
to spring beans, but only if a high amount 
of the pests appear when the plants are still 
young. Leaves of the plants attacked by the 
bean weevil will show U-shaped bites 
around the edges. However, the worst 
damage is when the larvae eat the root 
nodules. To treat this, begin spraying as soon 
as you start to notice the signs. Continue 
spraying for 7 to 10 days. Bean weevil can 
affect winter beans as well, but winter beans 
are not as prone to this pest because they 
are typically too advanced in growth for 
the weevils to do much damage.

A major problem in field beans is the 
stem nematode. This pest causes the 
most problems during wet seasons, and it is 
seed-borne and also will infect soils, which 
makes it a problem for the next generation 
of crops planted in the area. You can test 
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seeds for nematodes prior to planting.

The black bean aphid is a pest that can 
cause lots of damage to field beans, as well, 
especially if the colonies develop prior to the 
beans’ flowering season.

A pest that affects both the winter and 
spring beans is the bean seed beetle. Adult 
beetles lay eggs on developing pods during 
the bean’s flowering season, and the larvae 
then bore through the pod and into the seed. 
Once adults, they emerge from the seed 
leaving behind a circular hole.

Diseases:
Pests aren’t the only problem affecting bean 
plants, and diseases can wreak havoc on 
your beans, as well. A common disease 
affecting beans is downy mildew, because 
mildew is prevalent on spring beans. This 
disease causes a gray felt-like growth on the 
undersides of the leaves. This disease is 
treated with fungicides.
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Another common disease is leaf and pod 
spot, which causes brown lesions with black 
fruiting bodies. Winter beans are more 
susceptible to this because oftentimes, the 
disease develops in wet conditions, but the 
disease is seed-borne, so ensure that you test 
all your seeds prior to planting. 

You can find bean seeds on our website 
at ufseeds.com!
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